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Conditions of modern life have increasingly called 
attention to the importance of public opinion and communication. 
Urbanization has not only brought large audiences together but 
it has also created the need for communication within and be¬ 
tween audiences, among diverse groups. The development of 
democratic processes has widened the public whose opinion 
counts and increased the social and political responsibility 
of the communication media. 
Society is dynamic and rapidly changing. It is the 
function of education through the school curriculum to keep 
each new generation abreast of the changes that are taking 
place. While changes in the culture have been taking place at 
a constantly rapid rate, significant changes have also been 
occurring in the program of the elementary school. Some of 
these changes have been merely extensions or accelerations of 
trends that were under way in previous decades. Some changes 
have been made in response to circumstances existing in the 
culture; others have developed as a result of research and 
experimentation in education and related disciplines. 
In an effort to sharpen the issues, some educational 
reformers have made little effort to harmonize the real values 
2 
of the old with the tested and proven values of newer 
practices. Instead, the theory has been, "Do the opposite 
to what has been done and you will be right.Even the 
most modern elementary school teacher usually finds it 
necessary to choose a common-sense middle ground between the 
two extremes. 
Today as never before the spotlight is being turned to 
public schools. In headline after headline one is reminded 
of inadequacies in the educational system. Open debate is in 
the best American tradition and a great asset in arousing the 
nation to the plight of schools. The possibilities for im¬ 
provement are real. Many of the criticisms and recommendations 
are reasoned and temperate and reflect careful study and 
analysis. Some, if followed would destroy the gains that have 
been made in elementary education. 
The enemies of modern education have frequently been 
given a great deal of assistance by the tendency of educational 
theorists to engage in either/ or thinking and to make it ap¬ 
pear that no middle ground exists between extreme points of 
view. Some of the difficulties that school systems have 
encountered in making innovations in school programs have 
resulted from a lack of understanding on the part of parents 
and other laymen of what constitutes education. Too frequently 
in the past, modern education has meant to them the proposals 
^William B. Ragan, Modern Elementary Curriculum 
(New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1926)7 pp. ^0-21. 
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of a few extreme radicals rather than the common-sense 
practices found in modern schools generally. 
The appearance in recent years of attacks on public 
schools has caused great concern in regard to the future of 
modern educational practices. Recent studies indicate that 
the American people can be depended on to support a program of 
education that makes sense when they are given an opportunity 
to find out what the program is. Professional educators have 
invested a substantial amount of time, effort, and money in 
research studies, surveys, and experiments for the purpose of 
providing a scientific basis for good school programs. The 
efforts have resulted in many common-sense school, practices, 
such as learning democracy by practicing it, learning at 
different speeds, learning the three "R’s" by using them in 
meaningful situations, and studying actual problems of living 
which have meaning for children. 
At the time of this study the writer felt that the average 
classroom teacher did not read as much professional literature 
as he should. She believed that professional reading should 
play a more vital role in the growth, educational and pro¬ 
fessional improvement of in-service teachers. The ever in¬ 
creasing challenges of education demanded that the classroom 
teacher be, not only an able practitioner, but also a competent 
scholar. One of the best ways of achieving this goal is be¬ 
lieved to be through the encouragement of professional reading. 
The Elementary School Journal serves its readers by 
publishing articles on significant aspects of elementary 
education Particular emphasis is given to problems related 
b 
to the elementary curriculum, instruction, administration, and 
the effect of social change upon the school. 
The application of content analysis has been used more 
and more in recent years to describe trends in communication 
content. The classification into a single set of categories 
of similar samples of communication content taken at different 
times provides a concise description of content trends of 
relative frequencies of occurrence.^ 
Quantitative content analysis is a technique for ob¬ 
taining descriptive data on content variables. Its value in 
this respect being the possibility it offers of obtaining 
more precise, objective, and reliable observations about the 
frequency with which given content characteristics occur 
singularly or in conjunction with one another. The quanti¬ 
tative approach involves the substitution of controlled ob- 
•T 
servations and systematic counting for impressionistic ways 
p 
of observing frequencies. 
The writer felt that the study of this periodical would 
détermine the emphasis placed on the various issues treated in 
it, and that this emphasis would be of value to elementary 
school personnel in directing them to information concerning 
Bernard Berelson, Content Analysis in Communication 
Research (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1952), p. 29. 
p 
Ithiel De Sola Pool, Trends in Content Analysis 
(Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1959), p.8. 
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these issues, some of which have been substantiated through 
research and written by outstanding writers in the field of 
education. 
Evolution of the problem. 
As a result of having been a member of the class, Trends 
and Resources in the Elementary School, this writer became 
interested in the past and present issues in the elementary 
school. In this class many innovations which have taken 
place in the elementary school were discussed. It was from 
this interest that the writer set out to analyze a leading 
elementary school journal as it relates to prevailing school 
issues. 
Contribution to educational knowledge and practice 
This study was approached with the hope that it would 
present information concerning the various issues in the 
elementary school. It was the intentions of the writer that 
this study would point out the thinking of a cross-section of 
individuals and/or committees on the subject of the elementary 
school. The writer hoped that this information would help 
others to evaluate their schools as to how they measure up to 
what educators say on elementary education. 
Statement of the problem 
The problem involved in this research was to analyze the 
content of The Elementary School Journal in terms of certain 
prevalent areas of continuing concern. This analysis involved 
determining the frequency of treatment of these areas, the 
space allowed them, and any other noticeable trends and changes 
6 
in content from September, 1954 through May, 1964, with 
reference to the basic relationships to the various issues in 
education during this period. 
Purposes of the study 
For the development of this research design the following 
purposes were formulated: 
1. To provide a general description of the content of 
The Elementary School Journal for the period from 
1954 to 1964. 
2. To determine the frequency of treatment of various 
educational issues in the content of The Elementary 
School Journal. 
3. To describe the development of the content changes 
that occurred during the period from 1954 to 1964, 
as it related to the following: (a) the introduction 
of reading, (b) foreign languages, (c) departmental¬ 
ization, (d) homework, (e) pupil placement and pro¬ 
gress, (f) giftedness, (g) the school staff services 
and, (h) teacher education. 
4. To determine how these findings related to various 
issues in education from 1954 to 1964. 
5. To draw implications which might aid in synthesizing 
data about issues which have commanded the attention 
of educational personnel during the years, 1954 to 
1964. 
Limitations of the study 
The concern of this study was the analysis of the con¬ 
tent of The Elementary School Journal as it related to various 
issues concerning the elementary school. The material con¬ 
sidered was restricted to ten years, 1954”1964. The major 
limitation was that only the special feature articles were 
treated, the regular feature articles were not treated. 
Definition of terms 
"content analysis" For the purpose of clarification, 
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is defined as it is to be used in this research as an in¬ 
vestigative technique for the objective, systematic and 
quantitative description of the manifest content of communi¬ 
cation. 
Locale and period of the study 
This study was conducted in the Trevor Arnett Library 
located on the campus of Atlanta University in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Its planning, development and subsequent inter¬ 
pretation required twelve months. 
Method of research 
This study involved the use of the Descriptive-Survey 
Method of Research, utilizing the specific technique of content 
analysis. This method was utilized because the writer was 
interested in a continuous consideration of the content in 
order to ascertain what had been happening in the past and 
what the present situation revealed. 
Description of material 
The following materials were used to gather the data 
required for this study: 
1. The Education Index. This book was used to assign 
captions to articles to be reviewed. 
2. The Elementary School Journal. Volumes LV through 
LXIV of this periodical were reviewed and treated 
through the research technique of content analysis 
in order to ascertain the emphasis placed on basic 
issues in terms of frequency, paginations, and 
general nature of the articles. 
3. The checklist was formulated from Contemporary 
Issues in Elementary Education, The Education Index, 
and other readings In the field of elementary 
education. A description of these captions are as 
follows: (a) organization and administration included 
the various forms of curriculum organization and all 
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areas of the school that are the direct responsi¬ 
bilities of school administrators; (b) teacher 
education included pre-service training and in- 
service-^ a ining of teachers and education in 
general; (c) the school staff covered teacher 
services, staff relationships, and the use of con¬ 
sultants; (d) pupil placement and progress in¬ 
cluded all areas related to promotion7 achieve- 
ment, and ways of reporting pupils progress to 
parents; (e) the curriculum covered curriculum 
materials, development, study, changes, and 
enrichment; (f) the language arts included all 
phases of reading, writing7 spelling, speaking, 
listening, and English; (g) the fine arts included 
music, and all phases of the visual arts; (h) 
foreign languages included methods and materials 
used in teaching foreign languages and evaluations 
of such programs; (i) arithmetic included arithmetic 
theory, addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division, and fractions; (j) social studies included 
the teaching of economics, geography, government, 
social studies, and social studies materials; (k) 
guidance included the roles of the various school 
personnel in the guidance program, the role of the 
guidance specialists, the need for guidance programs, 
and the function of the guidance program; (1) pre¬ 
school education included the kindergarten program, 
studies of kindergarten children, and the purpose 
of the kindergarten; (m) exceptional children in¬ 
cluded all writings„ related to the mentally 
deficient, the gifted, the speech defective, the 
visually handicapped, and the epileptic child; 
(n) science included all writings related to im- 
proving the science program, science theory, methods, 
and materials, and the teachers attitude toward 
science; (o) foreign education included education 
in Russia, England, South America, the Phillipines, 
Turkey, the Netherlands, Belgium, Hiroshima, Indio- 
nesia, and Australia. 
Procedural steps 
The procedure used in conducting this study was as 
follows : 
1. The related literature pertinent to this study was 
reviewed and presented in the final thesis copy. 
2. Prom this review and other readings the writer 
identified the prevailing issues which claim the 
attention of educators during the period, 1954 to 1964. 
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3. The periodicals for this study were selected, re¬ 
viewed, and analyzed for presentation in the final 
thesis copy. 
4. The data from the analysis were assembled, organized, 
and interpreted for the final thesis copy. 
5. The findings, conclusions, implications, and recom¬ 
mendations were presented in the final thesis copy. 
Survey of related literature 
A survey of related literature pertinent to this study 
will be concerned with the following: (1) content analysis as 
it relates to the treatment of communication media, (2) digests 
of previous research studies that utilized the research tech¬ 
nique of content analysis, and (3) prevailing issues in ele¬ 
mentary education during 1954-1964. 
Content analysis.— Under conditions of modern, urban 
and industrial life, mass behavior has emerged in increasing 
magnitude and importance. This is due primarily to the 
operation of factors such as migration, newspapers, motion 
pictures, and education, which have thrust people into a new 
and wide world. 
The effectiveness of communication as an influence upon 
public opinion varies with the nature of the issue. Communi¬ 
cation content is more effective in influencing public opinion 
on new issues. The less informed people are, the more sus¬ 
ceptible they are to opinion conversion through the influence 
of communication media. 
^Bernard Berelson and Morris Janowitz, Public Opinion 
and Communication (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1955), 
pp. 445-447. 
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Content analysis of literature in various fields have been 
used to describe their development. The particular assumption 
involved in this use of content analysis must be recognized and 
validated. Most such studies rely upon a single source of data, 
or a small group of sources, over a relatively long period of 
time, and the continued adequacy and consistency of the data 
may reflect changes in the editorial policies, rather than changes 
in emphasis or interest. Nevertheless, when precautions are 
taken, content and analysis becomes a useful tool for describing 
the composition and development of scholarly fields.'1 2' 
Content analysis has been used to describe in a systematic 
fashion the focus of attention of various groups of people on 
different subjects. Like historical research, quantitative 
or content analysis of documentary material uses as sources the 
collection of records already in existence. The survey type of 
documentary analysis expresses the result in quantitative terms, 
and in the studies of an earlier period was concerned with the 
meaning or the message within the document analyzed. The in¬ 
vestigation in the area must deal with problems of locating or 
bringing together an appropriate collection of documents, of 
determining what characteristics to measure or count and of de- 
p 
fining the aspects selected for the study. 
1 Bernard Berelson, Content Analysis in Communication 
Research (Glencoe: Illinois; The Free Press, 1^2), pp. 3k~35>. 
2 
Carter V. Good, Introduction to Educational Research 
(New York: Appleton-Century-Corfts, Inc., 1959), pp. 2^3-224. 
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Counting frequencies was the main activity of content 
analysis in the 1930‘s and the 1940's, and for many that is 
how content analysis was defined. There could be counts of 
column inches, of key words, of themes, of literary forms, or 
types of characters. Almost all earlier analysis had as their 
basic logic a comparison of the frequency of certain types of 
symbolic expression in different parts of the text. The com¬ 
parison might be of text produced at different times, by 
different authors, in different ideological conditions, in 
different states of feeling, or for different purposes.^" 
The major importance of content analysis in educational 
research is in curriculum development in which the survey of 
what has or is going on is reported in written or printed 
materials. Abelson has suggested three broad categories of 
literary sources of data that are often used in this method 
of collecting data: 
1. Factual sources, including institutional catalogues; 
records of accounts, meetings, and events; laws and 
official documents and news articles. 
2. Educational implements, including courses of study 
and reading lists, sylabi, teacher's manuals, and 
pupil's textbooks and workbooks. 
3. Sources dealing with the interpretation and study 
of education, including reports of research studies, 
reports of the point of view of individuals of com¬ 
mittees, and textbooks or other treatsies on the 
subject of education. 
In interpreting frequency of analysis of documentary 
^Ithiel De Sola Pool, Trends in Content Analysis 
(Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1959), 
pp. 195-196., 
^Carter V. Good, Introduction to Educational Research 
(New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts,Inc., 1959),pp. 34-35. 
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materials, investigators have posed questions of permanent 
values and social significance arise. Frequence of appearance 
of a topic of importance in the current literature may reflect 
only a passing fancy of the average reader rather than an ap¬ 
propriate goal or aim in improving interest and activities. 



















Characteristics of Content: Substance 
To describe trends in communication content 
Tth trace the development of scholarship by way of 
interest and activities 
To disclose international differences in communi¬ 
cation content 
To compare media or levels of communication 
To audit communication content against objectives 
To construct and apply communication standards 
To aid in technical research operations 
Characteristics of Content: Form 
To expose propaganda techniques 
To mearure readability of communication materials 
To discover stylistic features 
Producers of Contest 
To identify the intentions and other Characteristics 
of the communicator 
To determine the psychological state of persons and 
groups 
To detect the existence of propaganda 
To secure political and military intelligence 
Audience of Content 
To reflect attitudes, interest, and values of 
population groups 
Effects of Content 
To repeal the focus of attention 
To describe the attitudinal and behavioral responses 
to communication. 
•^•Berelson, op.cit.. pp. 29-108. 
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Previous research studies.— Margaret Aikens Jacobs did 
a content analysis of three educational journals. The three 
journals were analyzed in terms of format, topography, regular 
features, special features, and topical content. The content 
was treated under forty-eight subject headings.^ 
Through the technique of content analysis Sylvia F. Cook 
did a study of certain history books as they treat the Negro. 
She selected for this analysis eight American history textbooks 
used in the Atlanta Public School System. 
The purpose of the study was to discover the treatment 
given the Negro in these textbooks in terms of pagination, pic¬ 
torial representation, comprehensiveness, and biases during the 
American Revolution, the institution of slavery, the civil war, 
the period of reconstruction, and from reconstruction to I960. 
Her findings were that the historians were intellectually honest 
but ignorant about or biased in the appraisal of the role of 
p 
the Negro in American history. 
Jimmie Edward Harris did a "Content Analysis of Ten 
Educational Administration Textbooks." Harris made an analysis 
and interpretation of the concepts and philosophical points of 
departure of the professional materials which made up the con¬ 
tent of the textbooks. This analysis was summarized under the 
captions of pagination, concept ratings, theory ratings, and 
Margaret Aikens Jacobs, "A Content Analysis of Three 
Educational Journals," (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, School 
of Education, Atlanta University, 1962), pp. 63-69. 
2 
Sylvia Cook, "The Treatment of the Negro in Certain 
History Books," (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, School of 
Education, Atlanta University, 1964), pp. 77-90. 
qualitative interpretations of the ten books. 
Prevailing issues.—There is widespread belief that 
American education must be effective. Growing out of this 
sentiment are pressures for Changes in educational institutions. 
It is inevitable that their pressures have been in part directed 
at the elementary schools. The issues to be discussed in the 
following paragraphs are: (1) when to begin organized instruction 
in reading, (2)tahether a foreign language should be taught in 
the elementary school, (3) whether the elementary school should 
be departmentalized, (4) what kind of homework should be assigned 
in the elementary school, (£) whether the school should hold 
back or accelerate pupils in terms of their ability, (6) whether 
the elementary school should establish a special program for 
academically talented children, (7) what services should be pro¬ 
vided in support of the teacher, and (8) how to meet the demands 
forwell qualified teachers. 
No skill in education is more functional than reading.lt 
is to be expected, therefore,, that all concerned would urge 
early acquisition of that skill. The issue thus arises as to 
when to begin organized instruction in reading. 
A number of factors determine readiness for learning. 
Teachers should use all available data pertaining to a child to 
determine his readiness for reading. The more information the 
the teacher has available, the more insight she will have into 
^Jimmie Edward Harris, "Content Analysis of Ten Educational 
Administration Textbooks’,' (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, School 
of Education, Atlanta University, 1964). 
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the child’s stages of development in various areas of readi¬ 
ness: physiological, intellectual, emotional, social and 
experimental. Certain of a child's characteristics and 
behaviors should be observed by his teacher to determine his 
readiness for reading. 
According to Betts, a few children learn to read at the 
age of three or four, but most children do not catch on to 
reading until they have passed six birthdays. In short, they 
may be admitted to grade one when they have attained the 
calendar age of six but this does not mean that any teacher 
in the world can teach all of them to read at that age. 
The child who learns to talk at two years certainly 
has a better chance of learning to read at the age of six 
than the child who does not learn to talk until age three or 
four. This means that there are big differences among children 
in readiness for reading and in the rates at which they 
1 
progress. 
The growth of America’s international activities and 
responsibilities, both public and private, has led to in¬ 
creasing interest in the development of the linguistic abili¬ 
ties of Americans. Thus the issue arises as to whether a 
foreign language should be taught in the elementary school. 
■^Emmett A. Betts, "Parents and Teachers Want to Know 
About Reading," Education, (January, 1958), pp. 289-299, 
cited by Lester D. Crow, Alice Crow and Walter Murray, 
Teaching in the Elementary School (New York: David McKay 
CompanyV Inc., 1961), pp. 85-86. 
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In 1953 the U.S. Commission of Education called the 
Conference on the Role of Foreign Languages in American 
schools at which three hundred educators, laymen, business¬ 
men, and government officials discussed the introduction of 
1 
foreign languages in the elementary schools. 
A growing number of schools systems begin foreign 
language teaching in kindergarten or first grade. Some justi¬ 
fy the introduction of foreign language at this early age in 
the light of statements by Theodore Anderson. Anderson states 
that earlier a foreign language is taught in the grades the 
more natural can be the method. The speaker of a foreign 
language behaves differently from us. The training of audi¬ 
tory and vocal organs, of gestures and facial expressions, 
which to grown-ups is a highly complex and elusive process, is 
to our young people literally child's play. And children 
who are born with an almost unlimited language-learning po¬ 
tential, have not at the age when they began school developed 
those great differences in language aptitude which plague 
2 
adolescents and their teachers. 
Recently there have been some who refute this point of 
view. Many language programs start in the third grade after 
the children have acquired skills in primary reading in order 
that there will be no added difficulty during the earlier years 
of a child's adjustment of school. The decision to begin the 
"^Chester W. Harris, Encyclopedia of Educational 
Research (New York: The Macmillan Company, I960), p. ÜJO. 
^Th eodore Anderson, The Teaching of Foreign Language in 
Elementary School (Boston: D. d. Heath and Company, 1953), p.49. 
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language program at the third grade or at a higher level in 
some school systems is sometimes due to expediency, for it 
is frequently possible to provide teachers or specialists for 
this level and in some cases also for the fourth grade, but 
not enough teachers to extend the program to the lower grades. 
Some teachers believe that children tend to remember better 
in the third grade than they do at an earlier age.^ 
The elementary school curriculum has traditionally 
stressed the skills and attitudes basic to learning, as well 
as that knowledge which has itself been considered basic. As 
the relationship between knowledge and progress has become 
increasingly apparent, pressure has increased to stress further 
the knowledge aspect of the curriculum by introducing more 
content from academic fields. In high schools and colleges, 
teachers are better able to specialize in specific fields 
because the curriculum is organized in departments which re¬ 
flect the discipline of learning. In recognition of this 
practice, the school has given rise to the issue as to whether 
the elementary school should departmentalized. 
According to the Educational Policies Commission, in 
some parts of the country departmentalized instruction is 
being extended downward even into the primary grades. The 
departmentalized plan is being substituted for the self-con¬ 
tained classroom in which one teacher is responsible for all 
^Elizabeth E. Thompson and Arthur E. Hamalainen, 
Foreign Language Teaching in Elementary Schools (Washington, 
t>.C.: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 
1958), pp.27-32. 
areas of instruction with the help of specialist in certain 
fields such as music and art. Under one version of the de¬ 
partmentalized plan, a teacher teaches reading, other aspects 
of the language arts, social studies, and arithmetic to one 
class in the morning. A number of specialists take over in 
the afternoon and the children are taught music, art, science, 
and physical education. Meantime, the regular teacher takes 
another class in the afternoon and instructs them in the sub¬ 
jects she taught to her morning class. 
One of the arguments in favor of the departmental plan 
is that it result in improved instruction because the children 
have the benefit of a teacher who is a specialist in the fiql<3. 
Whether instruction is actually improved is questionable. In 
fact the special teacher operating under this system is faced 
with a number of difficult problems. It is rarely possible 
for her to relate the subjects she teaches to the subjects 
taught by the regular teacher, except in a general way. Also, 
the special teacher works within strict time limits; she must 
finish her lesson at the moment the bell sounds. Furthermore, 
the special teacher cannot get to know each child as well as 
the teacher in the self-contained classroom. 
The main argument for the departmentalized curriculum 
taught by different teachers is that subject matter brings 
richer teaching and learning into the classroom. The main 
1 Ragan, op.eit., p. 126. 
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arguments for the self-contained classroom, whether or not 
departmentalized in curriculum organization stress the impor¬ 
tance of correlation among the component parts of the curric¬ 
ulum and the importance of the group tone emerging from the 
long-term association of one teacher with a single group of 
students .-1- 
Otto surveyed the status of departmental programs in a 
sample of 532 elementary schools, I4.6 of which were campus 
demonstration schools. There was some degree of departmental 
work in 66 per cent of the 532 schools and 66 per cent of 
p 
these initiated such work in the primary grades. 
The desire to improve the independent efforts of pupils 
to achieve more learning has led to the demand for more 
homework at earlier levels. Thus the issue of what kind of 
homework should be assigned in the elementary school arises. 
Surveys of present practices show a wide range all the 
way from no homework to an excessive amount. Some elementary 
3 
schools require homework even in the lower grades. 
According to Strang, some evidence of the effect of 
homework on scholarship has been reported by schools that have 
reduced or abolished homework and then observed the results. 
The results of reduced homework and abolished homework did 
^Henry J. Otto, "Survey Data on Departmentalized 
Teaching in Elementary Schools," Journal of Educational Re- 
Search, XLII (December, 1961), pp. 102-103. 
^Elementary School Organization (Washington, D.C.: 
National Education Association, December, 1961), pp. 102-103. 
■^Victor E. Leonard, "Greenwich Adopts a Homework Policy," 
American School Board Journal (February, 1955), pp. 62-63. 
not seem to affect the sum total of achievement. 
Any decision regarding homework should take into account 
home conditions, the amount of work given, its relation to the 
time for study at school, and the stimulating quality of the 
curriculum which may lead to study activities at home.'*- 
Homework which ties the child's interest and energy to 
developing intellectual skills or to gaining insight can be 
valuable. It must be adopted first of all to the home environ 
ment. Homework usually implies a home. But some pupils live 
in circumstances which do not merit that name. For them, 
little can good can come from assignments which cannot be 
satisfactorily completed without adequate time, facilities, or 
2 
parental cooperation and interest. 
Because of the wide variation in growth rate among 
pupils and in their academic accomplishments the issue of whe¬ 
ther the school should accelerate or hold back pupils in terms 
of their ability to meet a uniform standard of achievement 
often arises. 
According to Shane, disagreement occurs with regard to 
whether or not children should be held up to grade standards. 
Some maintain that if a child has not mastered certain subject 
matter he must repeat a grade. Other argue that promotion 
systems based on arbitrary standards of achievement are 
^-Ruth Strang, "Guided Study and Homework," NEA Journal 
(October, 1955)» pp. 399-400. 
^Educational Policies Commission, Contemporary Issues 
in Elementary Education,(February, 1961), pp. l5-l6. 
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inconsistent with the fact that each child is unique and that 
all children in a class cannot, therefore, be expected to 
progress at a similar rate.^ 
Shane lists some principles which may be considered 
fundamental in promotion policies as many educational leaders 
are beginning to interpret them: 
1. The decision as to whether a child is to progress at 
the same rate as his age mate should be made only 
after careful study of the child's total development. 
2. Insofar as they can be detected, the causes of his 
difficulties rather than the mere fact that he is not 
faring well in academic work should be the basis 
for deciding his rate of progress. 
3. The academic progress that a child makes in any one 
year is insufficient in itself for reaching a de¬ 
cision as to whether he is to spend additional time 
in the elementary school. 
4. With due consideration for the total development of 
the child who falls within the broad range ofnormal" 
it is reasonable to expect that he will acquire a 
significant amount of information and basic skills 
in elementary school. If he does not progress at a 
rate which is deemed satisfactory in the staff's 
professional judgment, he may need to spend more 
than six years completing the first six grades. 
5. If it is necessary for a child to be transferred to 
a group of younger children, that is, to remain 
longer at the same level, great care needs to be 
exercised to insure that he is not merely re¬ 
exposed to experiences which meant too little to 
him before 
Expanding knowledge about what happens, or does not 
happen, to children under various promotion plans, plus the 
growing concern over excessive amounts of retardation, 
^"Harold G. Shane, "Promotion Policy Dilemma," NEA 
Journal (October, 1953), P. 4H. 
2 
Ibid., pp. 411-412. 
ovéragedness, and drop-outs brought about numerous modifi¬ 
cations in grouping and promotion plans during the past thirty 
years. At the elementary level this trend in grouping and 
promotion practices has led to experimentation with "ungraded" 
primary schools, and new approaches in adapting instruction 
to individual differences. 
Related to the problem of pupil placement is the problem 
of recognizing and developing unusual talents in children. 
These talents include abstract reasoning ability, unusual 
memory, artistic and poetic creativity, inventiveness and physi¬ 
cal skills. The area of giftedness which receives most public 
attention today is academic talent and from this arises the 
issue as to whether the elementary school should establish a 
special program for academically talented children. 
That most pupils vary in their abilities is common knowl¬ 
edge. While the most intellectual are often good in all aca¬ 
demic subjects and the slow learners, poor. There are those 
who are highly proficient in the verbal areas and only ordinary 
in the mathematical, or reverse. 
To provide for inta?a^.ndividual variability, a dual 
process plan of organization is being tried in selected eastern 
school systems. The plan divides the day into graded and un¬ 
graded for children above the third grade. Pupils spend the 
graded half with a core teacher who teaches social studies 
and language arts. The ungraded half of the day is with sub¬ 
ject-matter specialists. Assignments to the graded portion 
Of the day is made upon whatever basis the school usually 
employs. Assignment to the ungraded portion depends not upon 
age or grade but aptitudes, interests,and achievement.^ 
Many reports indicate that stimulating and appropriate 
school programs are not generally available for very bright 
children. The concensus seems to be that much can be accom¬ 
plished through the use of a variety of techniques, including 
acceleration, enrichment, and ability grouping. 
In providing a good elementary school program, the role 
of the teacher is, of course, central, but many functions need 
to be performed in the school by teachers or, if they are, 
intrude upon the time which the teachers can devote to 
children. Thus the question often arises as to what services 
should be supplied in support of the teachers. 
According to the Educational Policies Commission, the 
first essential supplementary service is leadership. There 
should be an able and professionally prepared principal in 
every elementary school. 
Specialized services should be available to deal with 
reading difficulties, emotional disturbances, or other prob¬ 
lems which require expert attention. There should also be a 
full-time and professional trained librarian in charge of the 
elementary school library. There should also be clerical 
services available to keep records and assist in school man- 
2 
ageme nt. 
^Celia B. Stendler, "Those First Years in School" 
National Elementary School Principal ( September, i960), p.l6l. 
2 
Educational Policies Commission, op.cit,, pp. 21-22. 
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Many school systems are already finding ways to relieve 
teachers of time-consuming, non-teaching chores, to provide 
more effective administration and supervision to assist 
teachers in getting oriented to the school and community, 
and to make other provisions for raising the morale and 
increasing the efficiency of teachers. 
The program of the elementary school should enable each 
child to advance from experience to experience at his own best 
pace. The individual teacher has the central responsibility 
for bringing this about. Thus the critical issue in the 
improvement of elementary education is the supply of enough 
good elementary school teachers. 
In all the fields of teaching there is a shortage of 
well-qualified people. One of the reasons being that the ration 
of children to teachers is high and the demands of giving 
children a good start too exacting. 
According to Manning, the most acute educational prob±- 
lem is that of obtaining qualified teachers and administrators 
for rural and small-town schools. The movement to consolidate 
and reorganize rural-school districts has helped to build up 
the misconception that the bigger the school, the better it 
must be. The colleges and universities must help future 
teachers to overcome prejudicies against smaller schools, 
and the smaller school systems themselves should take steps to 
build and maintain the kind of community where others will 
^Ragan, op.cit., p. 1+83. 
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want to live and teach.'*' 
The current shortage of well-qualified teachers, is 
likely to increase rather than decrease in the years to come. 
This along with the increasing professionalization of teaching, 
points to the need for conserving and using effectively the 
teaching talent that is available. Ragan suggests that in 
the future it will be necessary to give more attention to 
providing a favorable environment for teaching, and to elimi¬ 
nating conditions that discourage some teachers, prevent 
others from teaching as well as they know how, and drive 
2 others out of the teaching profession. 
Summary of related literature 
A summary of related literature pertinent to this study 
is as follows: 
1. Communication content is effective in influencing 
public opinions on new issues. There is clear concensus 
that communication works most effectively when it builds on 
existing attitudes, or can propel into action latent impulses. 
2. Content analysis may be useful in describing the 
composition and development of scholarly fields. Berelson 
listed the application of content analysis under the 
following:. ( a ) 'characteristics of content: substance, (b) 
^Walter Manning, !!Where Is Our Nest Teacher Coming 
Prom?" NEA Journal ( April, 1955), p. 226. 
2 
Berelson , op ,cit., p.ip81}.. 
characteristics of content: form, (c) producers of content, 
(d) audience of content, and (e) effects of content.'*' 
3. Earlier analyses were concerned with the comparison 
of text produced at different times, by different authors, in 
different conditions, in different states of feelings, or for 
o 
different purposes. 
4. Jacobs analyzed three educational journals in terms 
of format, topography, regular features, and topical content. 
Using the NEA as the criteria for excellence, it was con¬ 
cluded that the GTEA Herald was lacking in many qualities 
inherent in excellent journalism.^ 
5. Cook did a content analysis of the treatment of the 
Negro in eight American history textbooks in terns of pagi¬ 
nation, pictorial representation, comprehensiveness, pnd biases 
from the period of the American Revolution to I960. She con¬ 
cluded that the historians were intellectually honest but 
ignorant about or biased in the appraisal of the role of the 
Negro in American history.^ 
6. Harris analyzed ten educational administration text¬ 
books. These books were summarized under the captions of pagi¬ 
nation, concept ratings, and qualitative interpretation. He 
concluded that the treatment of areas of school administration 
Berelson, op.cit.t pp. 29-108. 
2Pool, op.cit., pp. 195-196. 
^Jacobs, op.cit., pp. 63-69, 
^Cook, op. cit., pp. 77-90. 
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was preferred over the treatment of theories about school 
administration and the dynamics of human relations in school 
administration.’1' 
7. One of the major concerns of educators today is that 
of teaching the child to read. Authorities agree that a 
child must have developed a state of readiness before he 
learns to read, and that here is no one factor involved in 
reading readiness. 
8. There is controversy as to when a second language 
should be introduced in a child's curriculum. Some say as 
early as kindergarten and others feel that the third grade is 
early enough, after the child has acquired skill in primary 
reading and made adjustment to school. 
9. With the increasing interest in furthering the 
aspects of the curriculum, there is controversy as to whether 
the elementary school should be departmentalized or self- 
contained. Otto surveyed the status of departmentalized pro¬ 
grams in 532 elementary schools. There was some degree of 
departmental work in 66 per cent, and in 55 per cent this 
O 
was initiated in the primary grades. 
10. According to Leonard, surveys of present practices 
as to homework in the elementary school show a wide range 
from no homework to an excessive amount. 
■^Harris, op.cit., pp- $9-1+6. 
^Otto, op.cit.. pp.~102rl03. 
^Leonard, op.cit., pp. 62-63. 
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11. Growing knowledge about what happens, or does not 
happen to children under various promotion plans, plus growing 
concern over excessive amounts of retardation, over-agedness, 
and drop-outs brought about numerous modification in grouping 
and promotion plans during the past decade. 
12. According to the Educational Policies Commission, 
staff services should be provided to deal with reading dif¬ 
ficulties, emotional disturbances, and other problems which 
require expert attention. There should also be a profes¬ 
sionally trained full-time librarian, clerical services and 
most essential an able and professionally prepared principal 
in every elementary school.''' 
13. The current shortage of well qualified teachers is 
likely to increase rather than decrease. The colleges and 
universities must help in recruiting future teachers to over¬ 
come prejudices against small schools, and the systems them¬ 
selves must build and maintain the kind of system and community 
where they will want to live and teach. 
■^Educational Policies Commission, op.cit., pp. 21-22». 
CHAPTER II 
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OP DATA 
Organization 
The analysis and interpretation of the data pertinent 
to this study were organized as follows: (a) the intro¬ 
duction which gives an overview of this study, (b) the 
operational steps followed in securing the data, (c) the 
identification of materials, (d) the discussion of the con¬ 
tent of The Elementary School Journal, (e) tabular data 
showing the issues and pages presented in the content, the 
number of issues substantiated through research, and the 
treatment of issues in terms of subject headings. 
Introduction 
The elementary school has responded to many changes in 
the twentieth century; the content of instruction has expanded; 
teaching procedures have shifted to a wider variety of ap¬ 
proaches. Instructional materials have increased in variety, 
quality, and availability; school services have extended. 
The kindergarten has been increasingly accepted as a part of 
the elementary school. Perhaps most important, the preparation 
period for the elementary school teacher has steadily increased. 
The elementary school must continue to change, for it must 




Educators have long been concerned about the lag be¬ 
tween how well the child reads and how well his teacher 
reads. ^ 
It was the hope of the writer that this analysis would 
interest others in the wealth of materials available in 
periodical literature of such nature as The Elementary School 
Journal. 
Operational steps used in securing the data 
The Elementary School Journal treats issues related to 
the elementary school, particularly the elementary curriculum, 
instruction, administration, and the effects of social change 
upon the schools. The following steps were followed to 
gather this information: 
1. The journals were selected from the Trevor Arnett 
Library. 
2. Issues were determined and a checklist formulated. 
3. Volumes were examined to determine the frequency 
of the prevailing issues. 
4. Data were tabulated to determine the frequency of 
occurrence of each issue, the number of pages al¬ 
lotted these issues, the number substantiated 
through research, and the treatment of issues in 
terms of subject headings. 
Identification of materials 
Ten volumes of The Elementary School Journal were se¬ 
lected for this study. These were selected from the Trevor 
^Dorothy Petersen, "The Teacher's Professional Reading," 
The Elementary School Journal, LXIII (October, 19&2),pp.1-5. 
3L 
Arnett Library. The volumes were read and the prevailing 
issues were tabulated on the checklist. The ten volumes 
selected were numbers fifty-five through sixty-four. 
The checklist was formulated from Contemporary Issues 
In Elementary Education, published by the Educational 
Policies Commission in I960, The Education Index, and other 
readings in the field of elementary education. The items 
are listed below: 
Organization and administration 
Teacher education 
The êchool staff 
Pupil placement and progress 
The curriculum 
The language arts 









Discussion of the content of the The Elementary School Journal 
The content of The Elementary School Journal consists 
of regular feature and special feature articles. This con¬ 
tent serves its readers by presenting articles on the signi¬ 
ficant aspects of the elementary school, with emphasis given 
to problems and practices related to the elementary curricu¬ 
lum, instruction, administration, and the effects of social 
change upon the school. 
The editorial committee of this publication consists of 
professors of education and elementary school personnel, some 
of whom are outstanding in the field of education. The 
journal is published by the Department of Education of the 
University of Chicago. It is from the solicited contributions 
of this committee and guest editors that the regular feature 
articles are derived. 
The regular feature articles of The Elementary School 
Journa1 are as follows: (c) "Educational News and Editorial 
Comment," which included "Here and There Among Schools," and 
"Who's Who... (for each month)," (b) Selected References 
on Elementary School Instruction," and (c) "Editorial Writings. 
The feature "Editorial News and Editorial Comment' 
consists of discussions by the editorial committee and guest 
editors, and is concerned with recent educational news and 
innovations in the elementary school. Included in this 
section is the feature "Here and There Among Schools," which 
reports events of interest that are taking place in various 
schools throughout the country. The last section of this 
feature is the "Who's Who ..." in which the editors give a 
brief biographical sketch of the persons who contributed 
special feature articles, book reviews, selected references, 
and the names of the photographers. 
The feature "Selected References on Elementary School 
Instruction," consists of an annotated bibliography of re¬ 
cently published materials, grouped according to subject 
matter areas. 
"Editorial Writings," the last of the regular features 
contain book reviews of current books and lists other-publi- 
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cations and films. 
The special feature articles of this periodical con¬ 
sists of unsolicited writings in the field of elementary 
education. These writings come from persons interested in, 
or connected with the elementary school throughout the 
country. This section of the publication would be of interest 
to elementary school personnel in that it deals with current 
problems and practices within the elementary school. 
Treatment of major issues in education. 195>ij--196U. 
The following discussion will be concerned with the 
major issues in the field of education and the special fea¬ 
ture articles which were devoted to them. The tables and 
detailed discussions are based on organization and subsequent 
use of the checklist devised for; purposes of this investi¬ 
gation. 
Organization and administration.— Tables 1 and 2 present 
data regarding the general area of organization and admini¬ 
stration. As is shown on Table 1, each of the ten volumes 
had some space devoted to these areas. Specifically, there 
were 36 articles covering 208 pages. In 1961 there, was the 
greatest number of writers dealing with administration and 
organizational aspects of the elementary school. Volumes 
LVII and LIX had five and four articles respectively. In 
that the top number was six, it seemed reasonable to conclude 
that there was a kind of clustering of articles at the end 
of the fifties and at the beginning of the sixties. No other 
TABLE 1 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP ORGANIZATION 
AND ADMINISTRATION IN THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY 









LV - 3 25 ^ v aw 
LVI 3 11 — 
LVII 5 28 — 
LVI 11 3 14 — 
LIX 4 26 — 
IX 3 18 1 
LXI 6 28 4 
LXII 3 25 i 
LXIII 3 17 —- 
LXIV 3 16 
Tota 1 36 208 6 
volumes had less than three articles. The data can reveal 
also, that although certain years brought the highest fre¬ 
quency of articles, the space devoted to consideration was 
not necessarily in direct relationship, for many of the volumes 
carrying only three articles devoted proportionately equal 
space or more actual pages to the subject. In 1961, however, 
there was a representative number of research reports in the 
area of administration and organization but only one each in 
Volumes LX and LXII. 
Table 2 provides information of a more detailed nature 
with regard to content. Prom intensive study of the checklist 
results it was noted that the most popular area of concern 
was the ungraded or non-graded school plan; the second, the 
TABLE 2 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE FIELD 
OF ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION IN THE CONTENT OF 
THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject 
Headings 
LV LVI LVI I 
Volumes 
LVI 11 LIX LX LXI LXII LXIII LXIV 
Total 
The Ungraded Plan • • « • • • 2 000 0 0 0 • • • 2 2 2 2 10 
The Administration * • • • • • 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 • • • • • • 1 6 
School Objectives 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 • • • • ♦ • • • • • • • 5 
The Testing Prograir • * • • • • 1 1 1 • • • • * • 0 0 0 • * * • • • 3 
Instructional 
Materials 1 1 • 00 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 00 • • • • 00 2 
Public Relations • • • • # • 0 • • 0 0 0 2 * • • • • • 0 0 0 • • • 0 0 0 2 
The Self-Contained 
Class • * • • • • 0 0 0 2 • • • • • * 0 0 0 • 00 • • * 0 0 0 2 
Departmentalization • • • • • * 0 0 0 • 00 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 • • • • •• 2 
School Law 1 • • * • 00 • 00 0 0 0 • • • • • • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
General Organi¬ 
zation • • • • • • • 00 • 00 0 0 0 • t < 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 00 1 
Team Teaching • • • • • • 0 0 0 • 00 0 0 0 • • • • • • 1 • 00 0 0 0 1 
Teacher Selection • • • 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • • * • * • • • • 0 0 0 • 00 1 
Total 20 
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administrator; and the third, school objectives. It may be 
noted here that many of the areas considered highly signifi¬ 
cant in the survey of related literature received limited 
attention from the vantage points of organization and ad¬ 
ministration. There were no areas without some consideration, 
but school law, general organization, team teaching, and 
teacher selection were considered only once as meriting a 
special feature article. Often, however, these matters were 
discussed in editorials or within a general article. In the 
articles dealing with the ungraded plan of school organization 
there were sections treating the child’s mental health and 
other basic comparisons of factors integral to such a plan. 
With regard to various issues in education as treated 
by volumes of The Elementary School Journal, 1965-1964, it 
was concluded that the publication was a fairly true indicator 
of trends during the last decade. Up to the 1960’s there was 
considerable attention to school organization and administration. 
In the later years much focus was on specific techniques as 
indicated by the continuous attention to the ungraded plan 
for meeting individual needs, abilities, and interest of the 
learner. 
Teacher education.—The data regarding teacher edu¬ 
cation are provided in Tables 3 and 4. Table 3 shows that 
only nine of the volumes surveyed allotted space to this area. 
Combined there were 12 articles covering 68 pages, in 1957 
there was the greatest number of articles dealing with the 
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TABLE 3 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OF TEACHER 
EDUCATION IN THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY 








LV 1 8 — —— 
LVI 1 7 1 
LVII 3 10 1 
LVIII 1 7    
LIX — — 
LX 1 7 1 
LXI 1 3 — 
LXII 1 8 --- 
LXI 11 1 5 -— 
LXIV 2 13 1 
Total 12 68 4 
education of elementary school teachers. This number being 
only three. Volume LXIV had two articles concerning this 
area. The remaining seven articles were dispersed over seven 
volumes, with Volume LIX having no articles pertaining to 
this area. Although Volume LVII had the greatest number of 
articles devoted to this area, it should be noted that other 
volumes allotted proportionately more space to these articles. 
Research articles pertaining to this area were distributed 
widely, but accounted for a significant number of the total 
frequency. 
Table 4 provides detailed information regarding the 
specific content in the area of teacher education. It may be 
assumed from a glance that the most favored area of concern 
was that of in-service teacher training, but collectively, 
TABLE Ij. 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN 
THE FIELD OF TEACHER EDUCATION IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject 
Headings 
LV LVI LVI I 
Volumes 
LVI 11 LIX LX LXI LXII LXI 11 LXIV 
Total 
In-service 
Training • • • • • • 1 • • « « • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 3 
Role of the 
Student Teacher • • • • • • • • • • •• ••• • • • X ••• • • • ,1. 2 
General 
Education • • • • • • 1 • •• ••• X • • • • # • • • • 2 
Preparation in 
Reading 1 • • • • • • * • • • • • 1 
Preparing in 
Arithmetic • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • 1 
Preparing in 
Geography • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 
Preparation in 
Research • • • • • • • • * 1   • • • • • • 1 
Teacher Specializatior • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • x • • * • • • 1 
12 
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the various areas of teacher preparation was of greatest 
popularity during this period. As discussed in the related 
literature, and according to this data, there Seems to be con¬ 
cern over the preparation of elementary school teachers during 
the last decade. 
The issue of teacher education as treated in the content 
of The Elementary School Journal, 1954-1964» seemed to in¬ 
dicate that the concern was predominantly for the better 
preparation of elementary school teachers in the subject mat¬ 
ter areas, with added focus on the continuous training of 
in-service teachers. 
The school staff.--Tables 5 and 6 present the data per¬ 
tinent to the area of the school staff. Table 5 shows that 
only four of the ten volumes included articles on this area. 
These provided 6 articles covering 33 pages. Volumes LVI 
and LXII devoted two articles each to the area of school 
staff, with Volumes LX and LXI devoting only one each. These 
articles were scattered in that there were two in the mid¬ 
fifties with no others appearing until the early sixties. 
The remaining four articles appeared in a cluster, and it is 
in this cluster that the only research report in this area 
was published. 
As shown in Table 6, the most popular area of concern 
was that of teacher services; staff relationships and the use 
of consultants were equal in that they both had only one 
article. One would assume by the number of writings treating 
the area of teacher education that the writers during this 
4ô 
TABLE 5 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP THE 
SCHOOL STAFF IN THE CONTENT OP 









LVI 2 10 
— 
LVII — — — — - 
LVIII —    - — - 
LIX       - - - 
LX 1 6 --- 
LXI 1 3 
LXII 2 14 1 
LXI 11 — — - - 
LXIV — — ~ — — — — — — 
ïotal b 33 1 
period did not consider the general area of teacher edu¬ 
cation as a major issue in elementary education. But on the 
other hand, the specific area of teacher services, as so 
stated in the related literature, seem to be of significant 
concern to most of those who donated writings to The 
Elementary School Journal, for the period, 1954-1964. 
Pupil placement and progress.— Table 7 presents the 
data regarding the general area of pupil placement and 
progress and Table 8 gives the more specific data concerning 
these areas. All except one volume allotted some space to 
these areas during this period. There were 26 articles 
covering 120 pages. The greatest number of writings deal¬ 
ing with these subjects were in Volumes LVIII and LX, these 
TABLE 6 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH THE SUBJECTS ARE TREATED 
IN THE FIELD OF SCHOOL STAFF IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1961*. 
Subject 
Headings Volumes 
LV LVI LVII LVIII LIX LX LXI LXII LXII LXIV 
Tota 1 
Teacher 
Services • •• 1 9 9 9 ••• • • • ,1 f • « • 2 • • • • ••• 4 
Staff 
Relationship • • • X ••• ••• # * • ••• ••• • • • * • * ••• l 
Use of 




A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT 
OP PUPIL PLACEMENT AND PROGRESS IN 
THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY 








LV 2 10 2 
LVI 2 7 1 
LVII 2 10 1 
LVI 11 5 21 2 
LIX 2 13 2 
LX 5 22 — 
LXI 4 20 2 
LXII l 3 --- 
LXIII 3 14 3 
LXIV      
Total 26 120 13 
having five articles @©oh. The majority of the articles 
appeared in the latter part of the fifties and early sixties, 
with a tapering off down to Volume LXIV, which was the only 
volume that had no articles related to these subjects. The 
space given the area was proportionately equal in relation¬ 
ship to the number of articles-appearing in each volume. 
Half of the articles dealing with pupil placement and pro¬ 
gress were research articles, this being a good representation. 
Table 8 with its detailed data regarding content shows 
that the most popular area of concern was reporting to 
parents; the two areas second in popularity were promotion 
^racticbs, and age and achievement; and third were evalu¬ 
ation of progress and the thought process and achievement 
TABLE -8 
A SUMMARY OP FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE FIELD OF 
PUPIL PLACEMENT AND PROGRESS IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1961+ 
Subject 
Heading 
LV LVI LVI I 
Volumes 
LVI 11 LIX LX LXI LXI I LXI 11 LXIV 
Total 
Reporting to Parents • • • 1 • • • 5 • • • • • • J • • • 0 0 4 • 0 0 
—g  
Promotion Practices i- • . 1 • • • • • • • • • 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 
Age and Achievement 1 • • • 1 • • • * « • • • • 0 * • • • • 2 4 0 0 4 
Evaluation of Pro¬ 
gress • • • • • • 1 • • • 9 • • 1 • • • • • « 4 4 4 0 0 4 2 
Prediction of 
Success • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 1 
Class Size and 
Achievement 1 • t « t • • • • ♦ • • • • • * • • • 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 1 
Adjustment and 
Achievement • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • « • • • 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 1 
Pupil Placement • • • • • * • t t « • • • • • 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 
Other Affects on 
Achievement * • « • • • • • • • • • • • * 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 
Thought Process 
and Achievement • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 0 1 1 4 4 4 2 
Total | 26 
Contrary to areas considered significant in the survey of 
related literature, reporting to parents was of greatest 
significance in the content of The Elementary School 
Journal, 1954-1964, with promotion practices ranking second. 
Many of the areas were treated only once. 
In regard to the issue of pupil progress and place¬ 
ment as treated in the volumes of The Elementary School 
Journal, 1954-1964, it was concluded that there was con¬ 
siderable attention given to reporting practices in the ele¬ 
mentary school, especially in the late fifties and early 
sixties. Later years brought attention to the affect of age 
on achievement. 
The curriculum.—Data pertinent to the general area 
of the curriculum is presented in Tables 9 and 10. Table 9 
reveals that seven of the ten volumes devote some space to 
the area of the curriculum. Specifically, there were 14 
articles covering 74 pages. In Volumes LXIII and LXIV were 
the greatest number of writings dealing with the curriculum. 
Volumes LVIII, LIX, and LX had two articles each. In that 
the two greatest numbers, which were three, appeared in the 
last volumes reviewed, there seem to be an indication that 
there will be an increase in the number of writings in this 
area, if not in the space devoted to them. There were no 
research reports in the area of the curriculum. 
Table 10, in supplying detailed information regarding 
the content, shows that the most popular area of concern was 
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TABLE 9 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP THE 
CURRICULUM IN THE CONTENT OP THE 









LVI - — - - - 
LVII 1 11 — 
LVI 11 2 10 — 
LIX 2 6 — 
LX 2 6 — 
LX I — — — 
LXII 1 7 — 
LXIII 3 19 — 
LXIV 3 15 . —  
Tota 1 14 74 — 
the sffiPi©ihOTent of the curriculum; and the two second were 
programmed materials and the curriculum, and curriculum 
materials. The following were considered only once in the 
special feature writings of this journal; curriculum changes, 
curriculum study, curriculum development, educational TV 
and the curriculum, and the fusion of subjects. In articles 
dealing with the enrichment of the curriculum there were 
discussion on ways in which instruction may be improved 
through the use of programmed materials and other basic 
materials found in elementary schools. 
In treating the various issues in elementary education, 
The Elementary School Journal, 1954-1964 gave considerable 
attention to this area, although it was not discussed in the 
TABLE 10 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF THE CURRICULUM IN THE CONTENT OF THE 




LV LVI LVI I 
Volumes 
LVIII LIX LX LXI LXI I LXIII LXIV 
Total 
Enrichment of the 
Curriculum • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 • • • 1 1 1 5 
Programmed Materials 
and the Curriculum • • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • * • 2 • • • 2 
Curriculum Materials • • * • • « • • • X • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 2 
Curriculum Changes • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • # • • • • • • • • • * • • • 1 
Curriculum Study • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Curriculum Develop¬ 
ment • • • • • • • * • • • • « • • • • • • • • • • • * • • 1 1 
Educational TV and 
the Curriculum • • • • • • • « • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
The Fusion of 
Sub jects • • • • * • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • * « • • • • 1 
14 
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related literature as a basic issue in elementary education. 
Beginning in the late fifties the emphasis was on general 
improvement of the curriculum. In the years that followed 
there was mention of some specific ways to enrich the 
elementary school program. 
The language arts.— Tables 11 and 12 represent the 
data pertinent to the area of the language arts. Table 11 
reveals that each of the reviewed volumes devoted space to 
these areas. Combined there were 116 articles covering 571 
pages. It also reveals that Volume LXIV had the greatest 
TABLE 11 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OF THE TREATMENT OP THE LANGUAGE 
ARTS IN THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
JOURNAL, 1954-1964 






LV 12 70 2 
LVI 12 57 3 
LVII 9 53 5 
LVIII 11 50 4 
LIX 11 48 3 
LX 9 47 —- 
LXI 8 36 2 
LXII 12 53 6 
LXIII 10 44 5 
LXIV 22 113 14 
Total 11.6 571 44 
number of writers dealing with the language arts in the 
elementary school. Since the greatest number of articles 
appeared in this volume, it could be assumed that there was 
increased interest in this area in the mid sixties. There 
TABLE 12 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF THE LANGUAGE ARTS IN THE CONTENT OF THE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject 
Headings 
LV LVI LVI I LVI 11 
Volumes 
LIX LX LX I LXII LXIII LXIV 
Total 
Reading (general, • • • 4 1 6 3 3 2 . .. • • • 3 22 
Word Recognition 2 1 3 1 2 1 • • • 1 1 2 14 
Spelling 3 • • • • • • 2 1 • • • • • • 2 3 3 14 
Handwriting 1 • • • 2 • • • 1 1 3 2 • • • 1 il 
Reading 
Difficulties 1 1 1 1 1 1 • • • • • • 1 3 10 
Creative Writing • # • 1 1 • • • • • • 1 • • « 1 2 1 7 
Listening and 
Speaking • • • 2 • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • 2 1 1 7 
Early Readers • • • • • * • • • • • • .1. • • • .1. 1 1. . 3 5 
Basal Readers • t • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • * 1 1 • • • 1 4 
Reading 
Enrichment 1 1 • • • • » » • « • • • * * • ♦ 1 • • • l 4 
Reading Theory 2 • • • • • ♦ • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 4 
English • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • Ï 2 4 
Reading Readiness, • ♦ • 1 1 • • • • • • • • « 1 • • •’ • * • > • • • 3 
Remedial Reading 2 • t • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • 3 
Comic Books 0\ 0 0 , ' r » • • • • • 1 0 0 • i • •' • * • 0 0 0 3 
Dictionary 
Skills 
0 0 0 • • • • • • • • • » • • • • • • • • • • • • • 00 l 
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were years -when there were fewer articles with proportionately 
equal br greater space devoted to this subject. Wo volume 
had less than eight articles. All except one volume had à 
representative number of research reports. 
Table 12, in providing detailed data with regard to 
the content in this area, reveals that the most popular area 
of concern was reading; second, word recognition and spelling; 
and third, handwriting. It may be noted that as near as 
possible the many facets of reading were given treatment under 
separate headings for greater clarification, but in many 
instances there was an overlapping in the areas,, in which case 
the items were treated under heading given most emphasis. 
Within these headings, when to begin reading was given con¬ 
siderable mention, but not enough to be considered the pre¬ 
dominant concern of the teachers of reading. .All headings in 
this area were given some consideration with dictionary skills 
having only one such article. In the articles dealing with 
reading the writers treated methods, skills, materials, and 
other factors related to this heading. 
As an issue in elementary education The Elementary 
School Journal gave considerable attention to this area during 
the late fifties, with a tapering off until the mid sixties. 
At this time most attention was given to early readers, reading 
difficulties and spelling. 
The fine arts.— Tables 13 and 14 represents the data 
pertinent to the general area of the fine arts. Table 13 
TABLE 13 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP THE FINE 
ARTS IN THE CONTENT OF THE ELEMENTARY 







LV 3 13 .. 
LVI 2 11 1 
LVI I 1 13 1 
LVI 11 — — — 
LIX 1 4 1 
LX 3 12 
LXI 1 2 — 
LXII 1 6 — 
LXI 11 1 4 1 
LXIV 7 14 — — — 
Tota 1 20 69 4 
reveals that nine of the ten volumes considered devoted 
some space to these areas. There were 20 articles covering 
69 pages. The greatest number of writings dealing with the 
fine arts appeared in 1963-64. Volumes LV and LX had three 
articles each. It should be noted that the space devoted to 
consideration was not necessarily in direct relationship, for 
the volumes carrying only three articles devoted proportion¬ 
ately more pages to the subject, than did the one carrying 
seven. Four of the volumes had one research report each. 
Table 14 reveals that the most popular area of concern 
during this period was sculpture; the second were music, 
and enriching the art program; and third, art in the subject 
matter areas and music. 
The fine arts was not treated in the survey of related 
literature as a basic issue in elementary education during 
TABLE 14 
A NUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF THE FINE ARTS IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Sub ject 
Heading 
LV LVI LVI I LVI II 
Volumes 
LIX LX LX I LXII LXIII LXIV 
Total 
Sculpture . . . * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • 7 7 
Music 1 • • • 1 • • • « • * • • • 1 • • • « «- •- • • • 3 
Art in the Subject 
Matter Areas 
1 • • • • • * • • • • • • « • • 1 • • * ♦ • • • • • 2 
Teaching Art * • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • « • • • • • • • • # • 1 
Enriching the 
Art Program 1 • • m • • • • 0 • • • • 1 • • • 1 • • • 3 
Preference in Art • • • 1 * • • • • • • • • • • • • « • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Creativity .< * t • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • 1 • * • • • • 1 
Diagnostic Uses 
of Art • • • 1 • • • • * • 1 ... • • • • • • • • • 2 
20 
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the last decade. All areas of this subject received some 
consideration with sculpture having most. These writings 
were in a series and described sculpture which were re¬ 
presentations of children's literature. As special features 
articles the teaching of art, preferences in art and crea¬ 
tivity were considered only once during this period. 
With this not being considered as an issue in the 
survey of the related literature, the treatment given to 
this area in the content of The Elementary School Journal, 
1954"196ij. reveals that there was some concern for the fine 
arts at this time. Up to i960 the focus of attention in this 
area was on music, with no other definite interest until the 
middle sixties brought about an interest in sculpture. 
The foreign languages.-- Tables 15 and 16 present 
data regarding the area of foreign languages. Table 15 
reveals that eight of the ten volumes reviewed devoted some 
space to this area. Specifically, there were 12 articles 
covering 68 pages. Volumes LIX through LXII had two articles 
each, and the remaining four volumes had one each. Consid¬ 
ering the fact that four volumes with two articles followed 
in sequential order, it seemed reasonable to conclude that 
there was a clustering of articles in the late fifties and 
early sixties. It was noted that though some years carried 
a greater frequency of articles, the space devoted to 
consideration was not in direct relationship, for volumes 
carrying only one article devoted proportionately equal or 
greater space to the subject. In Volume LXII both articles 
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TABLE 15 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OF THE TREATMENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
IN THE CONTENT OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 
1954-1961+ 
Volumes of Frequency of Frequency of 
Periodicals Articles Pagination Research 
LV 
LVI 
— — — 
LVII 11 11 — — — 
LVI 11 1 8 — — - 
LIX 2 7 — 
LX 2 9 1 
LXI 2 10 1 
LXI I 1 8 2 
LXIII 1 6 -— 
LXIV 1 9 1 
T?otal 12 68 5 
were research reports, Volumes LX, LXI, and LXIV having 
one each. 
Table l6 provides more detailed information regarding 
the area of foreign languages. From a study of this check¬ 
list it was noted that reports on FLES and problems of FLES 
were parallel in popularity; and the second, FLES materials. 
It may be noted here that the area considered most signifi¬ 
cant in the survey of the related literature was given top 
consideration in the content of The Elementary School 
Journal, 1954-1964. The areas considered only once in 
special features articles were, the foreign languages program, 
foreign language readiness, the teacher’s role in the FLES 
program, and comprehension in a foreign language. In the 
articles dealing with reports on FLES the attention was on 
the experimental stages of this program and the various 
TABLE 16 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE FIELD 
OP FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Sub ject 
Headings LV LVI LVII LVI 11 
Volumes 
LIX LX LXI LXI I LXI 11 LXIV 
Total 
Reports on FLES • • • • • • 1 1 1 • • • • • • • • • 0 0 0 3 
Problems of FLES • • • * • # • • • • • • 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
The FLES Materials • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 9 • 0 0 9 2 0 0 0 2 
THE FLES Program • • » • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • 0 0 0 • • • • • • 0 0 9 1 
Foreign Language 
Readiness 
• • • • • • • • • • • « • • • • • • 1 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
The Teacher's 
Role in the 
FLES Program 1 0 9 0 1 
Comprehension in 
a Foreign Language • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • « • 0 0 0 • • • t t • 1 1 
12 
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problems involved in introducing a foreign language in the 
elementary grades. 
With regard to the various issues in education as treated 
in the content of The Elementary School Journal. 1954-1964, 
it was concluded that the publication presented a fairly true 
indication of trends during the last decade. Beginning in the 
latter part of the fifties the emphasis was on the observations 
of initial programs in PLES. Later years the attention shifted 
to problems involved in introducing a foreign language pro¬ 
gram in the elementary school. 
Arithmetic.— Data regarding the area of arithmetic is 
shown on Tables 17 and 18. Table 17 shows that all but two 
volumes had some space devoted to this area. There were 17 
articles covering 90 pages. In Volume LX there was the 
greatest number of writings dealing with arithmetic in the 
elementary school. In that the greatest number of four ap¬ 
peared in the Volume LX, it seemed reasonablé to conclude 
that there was a clustering of articles in the latter fifties 
and early sixties. It should be noted here that although 
some years carried the highest number of articles, the space 
allotted to consideration was not necessarily in direct re¬ 
lationship, for certain volumes carrying fewer articles had 
proportionately greater space devoted to the subject. Not 
all volumes carried research reports, however, over half of 
the articles in this area were of this nature. 
Table 18 shows that the most popular area of concern at 
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TABLE 17 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP ARITHMETIC 
IN THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Volumes of Frequency of Frequency 
Periodicals Articles Pagination of Research 
LV 3 22 1 
LVI — - - — - - - — — 
LVII 1 5 1 
LVI 11 3 13 --- 
LIX 1 6 1 
LX 4 20 1 
LXI 2 11 2 
LXII --- — - - - 
LXI 11 2 9 2 
LXIV 1 4 — — — 
Total 17 90 8 
this time was that of the meaning theory in arithmetic; of 
equal popularity and second were, arithmetic ability and con 
tent in arithmetic ; and third, concepts and theory. The 
area of arithmetic was not treated in the survey of related 
literature as a current issue in elementary education, but 
it received frequent treatment in the content of The 
Elementary School Journal, 1954-1964. Some other areas of 
arithmetic that merited attention at this time but were 
mentioned only once are, mental arithmetic, addition, sub¬ 
traction, multiplication and division, and fractions. In 
articles dealing with the meaning theory in arithmetic 
there was emphasis on the importance of the use of concrete, 
semi-concrete and abstract symbols in teaching arithmetic 
effectively. 
Although arithmetic was not considered in the related 
TABLE 18 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF ARITHMETIC IN THE CONTENT OF THE 




LV LVI LVII 
Volumes 




The Meaning of Theory 
in Arithmetic 1 • • • 1 1 • • • • • • • • • 1 * • é 4 
Arithmetic Ability • • • • • • • * • • • • • • 1 1 •- • *• 1 • • • 3 
Content of 
Arithmetic > • • • • • • • * 1 2 • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 
Concepts and 
The ory • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • 4 • • • 1 2 
Mental Arithmetic 1 • • « • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l 
Addition • • « • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Subtraction i • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • 1 
Multiplication and 
Division 
1 . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l 




literature as a major issue in elementary education, there 
seem to have been considerable attention given to this area 
in the content of The Elementary School Journal at this time, 
in that there was continuous mention of the meaning theory 
in the teaching of arithmetic in the elementary school. 
Social studies.-- The data pertinent to this area have 
been summarized in Tables 19 and 20. After a careful study 
of Table 19 it was found that all but one volume devoted some 
space to this area. Specifically, there were 20 articles 
covering 102 pages. Volume LXIV had the greatest number of 
writings on this subject. Considering this, there seem to 
be a gradual increase in the writings on this subject. In 
TABLE 19 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OF THE TREATMENT OP SOCIAL STUDIES IN 








LV 2 10 1 
LVI 1 7 — 
LVII    —    
LVI 11 1 2    
LIX 2 13 1 
LX 3 11 — 
LXI 2 10    
LXII 3 12 — — — 
LXI 11 2 9 — 
LIV 4 28 1 
Total 20 3 
TABLE 20 
A SUMMARY OF THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF SOCIAL STUDIES IN THE CONCENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject 
Headings LV LVI LVI I LVI 11 
VOLUMES 
LIX LX LXI LXII LXI II LXIV 
Total 
Economic s 2 • • • • • • 1 1 • • • • • • 1 • • • 5 
Using Maps 
and Globes • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • 3 4 
Enriching the 
Social Studies 
Program • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 2 • • • • • • • • • 3 
Government 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • i • • • 2 1 3 
Social Studies 




Program • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 0 • • • • ♦ • 1 
Social Studies 
Textbook: • • • • • • • • • 0 0 0 1 • ♦ • 9 0 0 • • • • • • 1 
Unit Teaching 
in Social 
Studies • • • • • • » » • 9 9 0 • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 
20 
60 
that the top number was four it may be assumed that there 
was a gradual increase of writings up to the middle sixties. 
Volumes LX and LXII had three articles each. It should be 
noted here that Volume LXIV had the greatest number of writings 
and proportionally greater space allotted to them than that 
of other volumes. Research reports in this area were limited 
in that there were only three. 
Table 20 in providing more detailed information in this 
area reveals that the most popular area of concern was eco¬ 
nomics; the second, using maps and globes; and of equal popu¬ 
larity and third were, enriching the social studies program 
and government. The area of social studies was not considered 
as an issue in elementary education in the review of related 
literature, but received more consideration than some ares that 
were. There was no heading in this area without some con¬ 
sideration, but criticism of the social studies program, 
social studies textbooks and unit teaching in social studies 
were treated only once as special feature articles. In the 
articles dealing with economics there were sections treating 
the responsibility of the school to prepare children for 
economic competence and methods by which this phase of social 
studies may be taught. 
Up to the early sixties the focus of attention in this 
area was on economics. Later years brought attention to the 
use of maps and globes in the teaching of social studies in 
the elementary school. 
61 
Guidance.—Tables 21 and 22 present data concerning the 
area of guidance. Table 21 shows that all but one volume 
allotted some space to this area. There were 15 articles 
covering 80 pages. Six volumes carried two articles each 
related to this subject. The three remaining volumes with 
related articles had one each. It should be noted that the 
frequency of articles are not in direct relationship to the 
amount of space devoted to this subject in terms of pages, in 
that some of the volumes with only one article devoted pro¬ 
portionately equal or greater space to the subject. There 
w»re no research reports dealing with the area of guidance. 
TABLE 21 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP GUIDANCE 








w  1 3 — 
LVI 2 9 — 
LYII 2 10 —— _ 
LVIII 2 16 — 
LIX 2 7 — — — 
LX 1 8 
LXI 1 7 — 
LXI -— --- — 
LXI I — — — 
LXIII 2 8    
LXIV 2 12 “ — 
Total 15 80 -— 
TABLE 22 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF GUIDANCE IN THE CONTENT OF THE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject 
Headings 
LV LVI LVI I LVI 11 
Volumes 
LIX LX LX I LXII LXIII LXIV 
Total 
The Need for 
Guidance 1 1 1 • • • X • • • • • • 1 ♦ • • • • • 5 
The Needs of 
Disturbed 
Children • « • • « • • • • • • • X • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 2 
The Role of the 
Teacher « • • • • • • • • 1 • • 1 • • • • * • • • • • • • 1 2 
The Role of the 
Psychologist • • * • • • » • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 2 
The Role of the 
Principal ♦ • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • « • • • 1 
The Role of the 
Social Worker • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
The Role of the 
Counselor • • • 1 • • • • « • • « • • • • • • • • • * • • * • • • 1 
The Function of 
the Guidance 




Table 22 in providing information regarding the con¬ 
tent in this area reveals that the most popular area of con¬ 
cern was that of the need for guidance; equal... in popularity 
were, the needs of disturbed children, the role of the 
teacher in guidance, and the role of the psychologist. 
The role of the principal, the role of the social worker, 
the role of the counselor, and the function of the guidance 
program were treated only once as special feature articles. 
In the articles concerning the need for guidance the major 
argument for the development of an early program in guidance 
was the importance of helping children solve their small prob¬ 
lems before they develop into greater ones. The area of 
guidance was not considered as a major issue in elementary 
education therefore was not treated in the review of re¬ 
lated literature. 
During the latter fifties the attention in this area 
was on the need for guidance in the elementary school. The 
later years brought into focus the roles of the various 
individuals involved in such a program. 
Preschool education.— The area of preschool education 
is surveyed and detailed in Tables 23 and 24. Only six of 
the ten volumes allotted space to this area. There were 9 
articles covering 4l pages. Volume LXIV had the greatest 
number of writings related to this subject. Volume LXII 
had two articles. All other volumes had only one such 
article. The top number being three, appeared in the middle 
sixties, thus there appeared to be an increase of such 
TABLE 23 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP PRESCHOOL 
EDUCATION IN THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Volumes of Frequency of Frequency 
Periodicals Articles Pagination of 
Research 
LV 1 5 1 
LVI    - —— — 
LVII 1 4 1 
LVI 11    — 
LIX 
T Y 
1 4 1 
J_JA 
LXI _ _ _ — _ — M _ 
LXII -2 il — 
LXI 11 1 3 1 
LXIV 3 14 1 
Total 9 4i 4 
writings at this time. There seem to be an almost direct 
relationship between the frequency of articles and the 
space devoted to this area. Of the volumes reviewed five 
carried research reports of one each in this area. 
Table 24 with its more detailed information concerning 
the content in the area of preschool education reveals that 
there were two areas of equal popularity during this period, 
behavior patterns and teacher control and teacher accuracy 
in identifying children. Both were considered twice as 
special feature articles. The areas of children's under¬ 
standing of reality and fantasy, preparing the child for 
school life, enriching the kindergarten program, arithmetic 
concepts of kindergarten children, and in defense of the 
kindergarten were treated only once as a special feature 
TABLE 24 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Sub ject 
Headings 
LV LVI LVI I 
Volumes 
LVIII LIX LX LXI LXI I LXIII LXIV 
Total 
Behavior Patterns 
and Teacher Con¬ 
trol 1 • • • • • • 1 • • # • • • • • • • • « • • • 2 
Teacher Accuracy in 
Identifying children • • • • • • • • • • • • « • • * • • • • • • • • 1 1 2 
Children’s Under¬ 
standing of Reality 
and Fantasy t • • • • • 1 • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Preparing the child 
for School Life • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 
Enriching the kinder' 
garten Program • • • • • • • # • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 
Arithmetic Concepts 
of Kindergarten 
Children • • • • • • • • • • « • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
In Defense of the 




kindergarten were treated only once as a special feature 
article. Often preschool education was discussed in terms 
of early readers. This area, however, was not considered 
as an issue in elementary education at this tipi©, thus it 
was not treated in the survey of related literature. 
The basic concern of this area seemed to be that of 
studies relating the earlier childhood behavior patterns in 
relation to teacher controlled situations, and teacher 
opinion in identifying children of certain ability groups. 
Exceptional children.— Data regarding the general 
area of exceptional children are presented on Tables 25 and 
26. Table 25 reveals that all volumes devoted some space to 
i 
this area. There were 34 articles covering 163 pages. 
Volume LXI had the greatest number of writings dealing with 
exceptional children. Volume LVXI had six articles and 
Volumes LVII and LXIV had four articles each. It should be 
noted that although some years carried the greatest number 
of articles, the space allotted to these articles was not 
necessarily in direct relationship, in that many of the 
volumes with fewer articles devoted proportionately equal or 
more pages to the subject. There were only four research 
reports on this subject, these appearing in four different 
volumes. 
Detailed information regarding the content in the area 
of exceptional children appears on Table 26. Prom a study 
of the checklist results it was noted that the most popular 
area of concern was the mentally retarded} second, the 
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TABLE 25 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP EXCEPTIONAL 
CHILDREN IN THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY 







LV 2 8 1 
LVI 2 12; — — - 
LVII 4 l8    
LVI 11 6 29 1 
LIX 2 12 — 
LX 2 8  — 
LXI 8 38 — - - 
LXII 3 12 1 
LXI 11 1 6 — 
LXIV - 4 20 1 
Total 34 163 4 
gifted; and third, the speech defective. It may be noted 
here that the area of exceptional children considered highly 
significant in the survey of related literature was not 
given top consideration in the content of The Elementary 
School Journal, 1954-1964. The visually handicapped and the 
epileptic were considered only once as special feature 
articles. In the articles related to mentally retarded 
children there were section treating their physical and 
social needs along with many other factors integral in 
helping such children. 
Regarding the treatment of this area as a basic issue 
in elementary education as treated in the content of The 
Elementary School Journal, 1954_1964, there appeared to be 
TABLE 26 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject 
Headings Volumes Total 
LV LVI LVI I LVIII LIX LX LXI LXI I LXI 11 LXIV 
The Mentally 
Retarded 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 12 
The Gifted • • • • • • 2 3 . • • • • • 2 2 • 1- 10 
The Speech 
Defective • 1 1 . • • • • • 1 1 1 1 ... . 1. 7 
Identifying the 
Exceptional 
Child • • • • • • 1 2 . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 
The Visually 
Handicapped • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
The Epileptic • • • • • • • • ♦ • • • • • • • • • .1. • • • » • • • • • 1 
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continuous consideration in the area of exceptional children. 
In the late fifties there was considerable attention focused 
on the gifted child. There was also continuing interest in 
the mentally retarded with most attention being directed on 
these children in the early sixties. 
Science.—The data pertinent to the general area of 
science are found on Tables 27 and 28. As shown on Table 27 
all but three of the volumes reviewed devoted some space to 
this subject. Specifically, there were 11 articles covering 
6£ pages. No volume had more than two articles. In that 
most of these articles appeared in the early sixties, it 
could be concluded that there was a clustering of articles 
at that time. It was noted, also, that the space allotted to 
consideration of articles was not necessarily in direct re¬ 
relationship to the frequency of articles, in that one 
article sometimes was allotted proportionately equal or more 
space to the subject. There were only two research reports 
in the area of science, these appeared in Volumes LXIII and 
LXIV. 
Detailed information concerning the content in this 
area is provided on Table 28. Prom a study of the checklist 
results it was noted that the most popular area was improving 
the science program; second, science units; and third, methods 
of teaching science. It should be noted that this area was 
not considered as a basic issue in the survey of related 
literature. The teacher's attitude toward science and 
science theory were considered only once as a special feature 
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TABLE 27 
A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP SCIENCE 
IN THE CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
JOURNAL, 1924-1964 
Volumes of Frequency of Frequency of 
Periodicals Articles Pagination Research 
LV 
LVI 1 5 
— 
LVII - - - .... 




2 8 — 
2 12 — — — 
LXI I 2 20 - — 
LXIII 2 11 1 
LX IV 1 5 1 
Total 11 65 • 2 
article. In the articles dealing with improving the science 
program the writings were centered around the need for im¬ 
proving the elementary school science program and ways of 
achieving this goal. 
Up to the latter fifties there was little attention 
given to this area. After that time, however, there was 
focus on changes that should take place in the elementary 
school science program, and methods of teaching science. 
Foreign education.— The information pertinent to the 
area of foreign education is surveyed and detailed in Tables 
29 and 30. Table 29 reveals that nine of the volumes had 
some space devoted to this area. There were 1$ articles 
covering 86 pages. Volumes LXI and LXIII had three articles 
each with Volumes LV and LXII. having two each. There seemed 
to be a clustering of articles in the early sixties, with 
TABLE 28 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF SCIENCE IN THE CONTENT OF THE 




LV LVI LVII 
Volumes 
LVI 11 LIX LX LXI LXII LXI 11 LXIV 
Total 
Improving the 
Science Program 4 i t • « • • • • • • • 1 • • • 1 1 • • « 1 4 
Science Units • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • 3 
Methods of 
Teaching 
Science • •• ••• ••• • •• ••• ••• • • • 1 1 2 
Teacher’s At¬ 
titude Toward 
Scien ce • •• ••• • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 




A QUANTITATIVE SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP FOREIGN 
EDUCATION IN THE CONTENT OP THE 








LV 2 14 1 
LVI 1 5    
LVII 1 ,6 ■1 
LVI II 1 6 — 
LIX 1 4 — 
UC 1 5 — 
LX I 3 17 1 
LXII . 2 12 — 
LXIII 3 17 — 
LXIV — “ 
Total 15 86 3 
Volume LXIV having no space allotted for foreign education. 
This area had three articles based on research findings. 
Table 30 with its more detailed analysis of the data 
related to foreign education shows that the most popular area 
was education in Russia} second, education in England and 
education in South America. The area of foreign education was 
not considered as an issue in elementary education at this 
time, therefore was not treated in the survey of related 
literature. The following areas were considered only once as 
special feature articles in the content of The Elementary 
School Journal, 1954-1964: education in the Phillipines, 
education in Hiroshima, education in Indionesia, and edu¬ 
cation in Australia. 
In regard to the various issues in elementary education 
TABLE 30 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS ARE TREATED IN THE 
FIELD OF FOREIGN EDUCATION IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject 
Heading 
LV LVI LVI I LVI 11 
VOLUMES 
LIX LX LXI LXII LXIII LXIV 
Total 
Education in: 
Russia * • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 • • • 1 1 • • 4 
England 1 • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 
South America 1 1 • * • • • « • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • • 2 
Phillipines • • • • • • • • • 1 » » • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Turkey • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • 1 
Nether lands • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • m 1 
Belgium • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • 1 • • • • • • • • • 1 
Hiroshima • • • • • » • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 
Indionesia • • • • • • • « ♦ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -1. • • • 1 
Australia • • • • • • ♦ • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • 1 • • • 1 
15 
as treated in the content of The Elementary School Journal, 
1954-19614., it was concluded that the predominant concern 
in the area of foreign education was that of the educational 
practices in Rusèisi,with emphasis on the ways in which Russian 
educational ideas differ from those of the United States. 
Various issues in education, 1954-1964 
The major issues in elementary education from 1954 to 
1964, as treated in the content of The Elementary School 
Journal are shown on Table 31. The issues are: (a) when to 
begin organized reading instruction, (b) whether a foreign 
language should be introduced in the elementary school, (c) 
whether the elementary school should be departmentalized, 
(dO what kind of homework should be assigned in the elementary 
school, (e) whether the school should hold back or accelerate 
pupils in terms of ability, (f) whether the elementary school 
should establish a special program for academically talented 
children, (g) what services should be provided in support of 
the teacher, and (h) how to meet the demands for well quali¬ 
fied teachers. 
Of the above issues listed, homework was the only one 
not considered in the content of this periodical during this 
period. According to frequency of treatment the language 
arts is the most significant area of the elementary school 
curriculum, and reading is the most important aspect of area. 
Although, when to begin reading was given considerable emphasis 
it was not enough for it to be considered as the major concern 
of the teachers of reading. Most of the writers seemed to 
feel that teaching the child to read should be the major 
objective of the elementary school. Concerning the issue of 
whether a foreign language should be introduced in the 
elementary school, there seemed to be general agreement among 
the contributors to this periodical and the related literature 
that a second -language should begin before the child reaches 
adolescence, to assure greater proficiency in the language. 
Although in the summary of related literature it was found 
that the issue of whether the elementary school should be 
departmentalized was the major issue of school organization, 
the content of The Elementary School Journal gave most treat¬ 
ment in this area to the ungraded plan. This plan was given 
high recognition as a plan for meeting the individual needs, 
abilities, and interest of the learner. According to the 
treatment to pupil placement and progress in the content of 
this journal, it was concluded that although considerable 
attention was given to the issue of promotion practices it 
was not given top consideration. Most emphasis in this area 
was on reporting pupil progress with the general feeling 
being that parent-teacher conferences should supplement writ¬ 
ten reports to develop a more harmonious relationship between 
the home and school. In regard to the issue of whether the 
elementary school should establish a special program for 
academically talented children, the writings in this period¬ 
ical seemed to indicate that these children should be members 
of a normal class group except for periods when special help 
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is necessary or for extreme cases requiring placement in 
special instruction. The issue of what staff services should 
be provided in support of the teacher as treated in the con- 
t 
tent of The Elementary School Journal, 1954-1964 seemed to be 
of significant concern to most who contributed writings in 
this area. The general concensus seemed to be that clerical 
services should be provided to free teacher for professional 
responsibilities. As stated in the survey of related litera¬ 
ture and according to this analysis there seemed to be con¬ 
siderable emphasis on teacher education during this time. The 
writings suggested that future teachers have a longer period 
of internship under the guidance of master teachers, along 
with more preparation in the content areas. 
TABLE .31 
A SUMMARY OP THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH MAJOR ISSUES IN 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION ARE TREATED IN THE 
CONTENT OP THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Major Issues Frequency 
Reading 8 
Foreign languages 12 
Departmentalization 2 
Promotion practices 4 
G-ifted children 10 
Staff services 6 
Teacher education 7 
Homework 0 
CHAPTER III 
FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Frame-of-Reference and basic design of the study 
In today's America, the media of communication are 
everywhere. In one way or another they touch the lives of 
every American. Their influence is often difficult to 
identify and control, but constantly present. 
Education must take advantage of the new knowledge and 
new ideas brought about to improve the process of education. 
The lag in theory and practice should not be so. Today in 
an era when the demands upon public education have become 
critical, and when the most articulate of those making the 
demands insist that the best way to meet new problems is by 
returning to the traditional methods, this lag can be crip¬ 
pling. Awareness of the challenges which are posed and the 
possibilities can help bring needed adaptations. The promise 
is great for the teacher in new methods and machines to make 
the education process more effective; it is great for the 
administrator, who, as the leader of a community of scholars 
and learners, can stimulate a reassessment of traditional 
methods and coordinate the implementation of the changes 
which will prove most effective. It is great for the re¬ 
searcher, to whom advances made thus far are only the be- 
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ginning. Much more research is needed in every aspect of 
education. Needed, too, are the open mind, the willingness 
to experiment, and the realization that the skills of both 
teaching and learning are still to a great extent undeveloped 
in education.'*' 
Content analysis in the field of education can serve as 
useful tools in adding important knowledge to a field of 
study, or yielding information that is helpful in evaluating 
and improving educational practices. 
The writer felt that the study of a periodical, such as 
The Elementary School Journal,would determine the emphasis 
placed on the various issues treated in it, and that this 
emphasis would be of value to elementary school personnel in 
directing them to information concerning these issues, some of 
which have been substantiated through research and written 
by outstanding writers in the field of education. 
As a result of having been a member of the class, Trends 
and Resources in the Elementary School, this writer became 
interested in the past and present issues in the elementary 
school. In this class many innovations which have taken 
J 
place in the elementary school were discussed. It was from 
this interest that the writer set out to analyze a leadifig 
elementary school journal as it relates to prevailing school 
issues. 
■*"The Educational Policies Commission, Mass Communication 
and Education (Washington, D.C.: National Education 
Association, 1958), pp. 128'<-129. 
79 
This study was approached with the hope that it would 
present information concerning the various issues in the 
elementary school. It was the intention of the writer that 
this study would point out the thinking of a cross-section 
of individuals and/or committees on the subject of the ele¬ 
mentary school. The writer hoped that this information would 
help others to evaluate their schools as to how they measure 
up to what educators say on elementary education. 
The problem involved in this research was to analyze 
the content of The Elementary School Journal in terms of 
certain prevalent areas of continuing concern. This analysis 
involved determining the frequency of treatment of these areas, 
the space allowed them, and any other noticeable trends and 
changes in content from September, 1954 through May, 1964, 
with reference to the basic relationships to the various 
issues in education during this period. 
For the development of this research design the following 
purposes were formulated: 
1. To provide a general description of the content of 
The Elementary School Journal for the period from 
1954 to 1964 • 
2. To determine the frequency of treatment of various 
educational issues in the content of The Elementary 
School Journal. 
3. To describe the development of the content changes 
that occurred during the period from 1954 to 1964, 
as it related to the following: (a) the introduction 
of reading, (b) foreign languages, (c) departmentali¬ 
zation, (d) homework, (e) pupil placement and pro¬ 
gress, (f) giftedness, (g) the school staff services, 
and (h) teacher education. 
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4. To determine how these findings related to various 
issues in education from 1954 to 1961).. 
5. To draw implications which might add in synthesizing 
data about issues which have commanded the attention 
of educational personnel during the years, 1954- 
1964. 
The concern of this study was the analysis of content 
of The Elementary School Journal.as it related to various 
issues concerning the elementary, school. The material con¬ 
sidered was restricted to ten years, 1954-1964. The major 
limitation was that only the special feature articles were 
treated, the regular feature articles were not treated. 
For the purpose of clarification, "content analysis" 
is defined as it is to be used in this research as an investi¬ 
gative technique for the objective, systematic and quantita¬ 
tive description of the manifest content of communication. 
This study was conducted in the Trevor Arnett Library, 
located on the campus of Atlanta University in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Its planning, developmen.t and subsequent interpre¬ 
tation required twelve months of concentrated research. 
This study involved the use of the Descriptive-Survey 
Method of Research, utilizing the specific technique of con¬ 
tent analysis. This method was utilized because the writer 
was interested in a continuous consideration of the content 
in order to ascertain what had been happening in the past and 
what the present situation revealed. 
The following materials were used to gather the data 
required for this study: 
1. The Education Index. This book was used to assign 
captions to articles to be reviewed. 
8i 
2. The Elementary School Journal. Volumes LV through 
LVlX of this periodical were reviewed and treated 
through the research teahnique of content analysis 
in order to ascertain the emphasis placed on basic 
issues in terms of frequency, pagination, and 
general nature of the articles. 
3. The checklist was formulated from Contemporary 
Issues in Elementary Education, The Education Index, 
and other readings in the field of elementary edu- 
cation. A description of these captions are as/ 
follows: (a) organization and administration in¬ 
cluded the various form of curriculum organization 
and all areas of the school that are the direct re¬ 
sponsibilities of the school administrators; (b) 
teacher education included pre-service training and 
in-service training of teachers and education in 
general; (c) the school staff covered teacher services, 
staff relationships and the use of consultants; 
(d) pupil placement and progress ;included all areas 
related to promotion, acnievement, and ways of re¬ 
porting pupils progress to parents; (e) the curri¬ 
culum covered curriculum materials, development, 
study, changes and enrichment; (f) the language arts 
included all phases of reading, writing, spelling, 
speaking, listening, and English; (g) the fine arts 
included music, and all phases of the visual arts; 
(h) foreign languages included methods and materials 
used in teaching foreign languages and evaluations 
of such programs; (i) arithmetic included arithmetic 
theory, addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division and fractions; (j) social studies included 
the teaching of economics, geography, government, 
social studies, and social studies materials; (k) 
guidance included the roles of the various school 
personnel in the guidance program; (1) preschool 
education included the kindergarten program, studies 
of kindergarten children, and the purpose of kinder¬ 
garten; (m) exceptional children included all 
writings related to the mentally deficient, the 
gifted, the speech defective, the visually handi¬ 
capped, and the epileptic child; (n) science in¬ 
cluded all writings related to improving the seience 
program, science theory, methods, and materials, 
and the teacher's attitude toward science; (o) 
foreign education included education in Russia, 
England, South America, The Ehillipines, Turkey, 
the Netherlands, Belgmum, Hiroshima, Indionesia 
and Australia. 
The procedures used in conducting this study were as 
follows : 
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1. The related literature pertinent to this study 
was reviewed and presented in the final thesis copy. 
2. Prom this review and other readings the writer 
identified the prevailing issues which claim the 
attention of educators during the period, 1954-1964. 
3. The data from the analysis were assembled, organized, 
and interpreted for the final thesis copy. 
4. The findings, conclusions, implications, and recom¬ 
mendations were presented in the final thesis copy. 
Summary of related literature 
A.summary of the literature pertinent to this study is 
as follows: 
1. Communication content is effective in influencing 
public opinion on new issues. There is clear con¬ 
census that communication works most effectively 
when it builds on existing attitudes, or can propel 
into action latent impulses. 
2. Content analysis may be useful in describing the 
composition and development of scholarly fields. 
Berelson listed the application of content analysis 
under the following headings: (a) characteristics 
of content: substance, (b) characteristics of con¬ 
tent: form, (c) producers of content, (d) audience 
of content, and (e) effects of content. 
3. Earlier analyses were concerned with the comparison 
of text produced at different times, by different 
authors, in different conditions, in different 
states of feeling, for different purposes. 
4. Jacobs analyzed three educational journals in terms 
of format, topography, regular features, and topical 
content. Using the NEA Journal as the criteria for 
excellence, she concluded that the G-TEA Herald was 
lacking in many qualities inherent in excellent 
journalism.3 
5. Cook did a content analysis of the treatment of the 
Negro in eight American history textbooks in terms 
xBerelson, op. cit., pp. 29-108. 
2pool, op.cit., pp. 195-196. 
-^Jacobs, op. cit », pp. 63-69. 
of pagination, pictorial representation, compre¬ 
hensiveness, and biases from the period of the 
American Revolution to I960. She concluded that 
the historians were intellectually honest but 
ignorant about or bias in the appraisal of the role 
of the Negro in American history.1 
6. Harris analyzed ten educational administration text¬ 
books. These books were summarized under the 
captions of pagination, concept ratings, and quali¬ 
tative interpretations. He concluded that the treat¬ 
ment of areas of school administration was preferred 
over the treatment of theories about school admini¬ 
stration . 
7. One of the major concerns of educators today is that 
of teaching the child to read. Authorities agree 
that a child must have developed a state of\. readiness 
before he learns to read, and that there is no fac¬ 
tor involved in reading readiness. 
8. There is controversy as to when a second language 
should be introduced in a child’s curriculum. Some 
say as early as kindergarten and others feel that 
the third grade is early enough, after the child has 
acquired skills in primary reading and adjustment to 
school. 
9. With increasing interest in furthering the aspect of 
the curriculum, there is controversy as to the 
whether the elementary school should be departmental¬ 
ized or self-contained. Otto surveyed the status of 
departmentalized programs in 532 elementary schools. 
There was some degree of departmentalized work in 
66 per cent, and 55 per cent of this was initiated 
in the primary grades.3 
10. According to Leonard, surveys of present practices 
as to homework in the elementary school show a wide 
range, from no homework to an excessive amount.4 
11. Growing knowledge about what happens, or does not 
happen to children under various promotion plans, 
plus growing concern over excessive amounts of re- 
■^Cook, op.cit., pp. 77-90. 
^HarPis, ep.cit., pp. 39-46. 
3otto, op.citi- . pp. 102-103. 
tardation, overagedness, and dropouts brought 
about numerous modifications in grouping and pro¬ 
motions plans during the past decades. 
12. According to the Educational Policies Commission, 
staff services should be provided to deal with 
reading difficulties, emotional disturbances, or 
other problems which require expert attention. 
There should also be a professionally trained full¬ 
time librarian, clerical services, and most es¬ 
sential an able and professionally prepared princi¬ 
pal in every elementary school. 
13. The current shortage of well-qualified teachers is 
likely to increase rather than decrease. The colleges 
and universities must help in recruiting future 
teachers to overcome prejudices against small 
schools, and the systems- themselves must build and 
maintain the kind of system and community where they 
will want to live and teach.2 
Basic findings 
The basic findings of this study were the following: 
1. Generally the content of The Elementary School 
Journal, 1954-1964, gave little attention to be¬ 
ginning reading. Of the ll6 articles dealing with 
the language arts, only eight were related to the 
issue as to when organized reading should begin. 
The general area of reading was treated more than 
any other area of the language arts. 
2. All of the 12 articles related to foreign languages 
were written after 1955. All of these writings 
dealt with some aspect of the introduction of 
foreign languages in the elementary schoool curric¬ 
ulum. There was agreement among the writers that a 
foreign language should be introduced at the ele¬ 
mentary grade level. 
3. The general area of school organization was dis¬ 
cussed in 36 articles. Only two of the volumes de¬ 
voted space to the specific area of departmentali¬ 
zation. The ungraded plan was given the most em¬ 
phasis, with main contributions being in the early 
sixties. The writers stressed this plan as one best 
suited to meet the needs, abilities and interests of 
children. 
•^Educational Policies Commission, op.cit.. pp. 21-22. 
2Manning, op.cit., p. 226. 
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4. Pupil placement and progress was treated in 26 
articles. The specific area of reporting to parents 
was treated more than any other area. Promotion 
practices were considered only four times, with 
three of these occurring the early sixties. The 
writings related to reporting to parents dealt with 
the use of conferences to supplement the written 
report card as a more effective means of reporting 
pupil progress to parents. The writings related 
to promotional practices seemed to indicate that a 
wide variety of plans is being used in an effort 
to meet the needs of children. 
5. The area of gifted children was treated under the 
general heading of exceptional children. There were 
34 articles covering 163 pages treating this area. 
The mentally retarded was treated more than any other 
specific area, with at least one article in all but 
one volume. The gifted was treated in ten articles, 
beginning in the late fifties, with no volume having 
over three articles. Other aceas treated were, the 
speech defective, the visually handicapped, and the 
epileptic. The writings related to the mentally 
retarded dealt with ways of meeting the needs of 
such children along with many other factors inherent 
in this area. The writings related to the gifted 
were concerned mostly with ways of keeping these 
children in normal classroom situations and special 
services that should be provided for them. 
6. The general area of staff services was treated in 
six articles. The specific area of teacher services 
was treated in four of these articles, with the em¬ 
phasis on the kind of personnel that should be pro¬ 
vided in order to free the teacher for professional 
services. Staff relationship and the use of con¬ 
sultants were treated in one article each. 
7. Teacher education was treated in 12 articles in the 
content of this periodical during this period. All 
but one volume devoted space to this subject. Of 
the eight specific headings under this subject, only 
three were discussed more than once. These were 
in-service training, role of the student teacher, 
and general education, but the other five articles 
were concerned with teacher preparation in the con¬ 
tent areas. Thus, most of the contributors in this 
areas indicated that there was a need for a more 
intensive period of internship, under the direction 




The analysis and description of the data pertinent to 
this study seemed to warrant the following conclusions: 
1. That within the content of this journal, thé treat¬ 
ment of the language arts, with emphasis on reading, 
was preferred over the treatment of other areas of 
the elementary school. 
2. That there seemed to be agreement on the issue of 
introducing a foreign language in the elementary 
school curriculum in order to ensure greater pro¬ 
ficiency in the language. 
3. That the issue of departmentalization of the ele¬ 
mentary school was not of great significance to the 
contributors to this journal, and, that the ungraded 
plan was given highest recognition as the plan whose 
design best meets the needs of elementary school 
children. 
4. That the general area of pupil placement and pro¬ 
gress the greatest significance was placed on re¬ 
porting to parents, and, that parent-teacher con¬ 
ferences should supplement the improved written 
records as a means of developing a more harmonious 
relationship between the home and school. 
5. That according to frequency of treatment in this 
journal the mentally retarded was preferred over 
other exceptional children, and, that all such chil¬ 
dren should be maintained in normal classroom 
situations whenever possible. 
6. That the treatment of what service should be provided 
for teachers was the most significant area of the 
school staff, and, that help should be provided 
for clerical duties performed by teachers. 
7. That within the general area of teacher education 
the specific area of teacher preparation was of 
most significance at this time. 
Implications 
After careful examination of the emphasis placed con 
certain issues pertaining to the elementary school, the writer 
felt justified in considering the following implications: 
1. The fact that The Elementary School Journal placed 
most emphasis on the language arts and reading was 
interpreted as indicative of the rising need for 
better communication during the last decade and as 
a reflection of this country's concern for higher 
scholarship as a means of meeting many national and 
international challenges of the times. 
2. In that the content of The Elementary School Journal 
emphasized the introduction of foreign languages 
in the elementary school curriculum, this emphasis 
was interpreted to mean that during the last decade 
educators felt the need for such a program as a 
result of this country's interest in international 
affairs. 
3. The fact that the content of The Elementary School 
Journal placed most emphasis in the gëfleral area 
of organization and administration on the ungraded 
plan led to the generalized belief that this design 
represented the solution to many problems of a cur¬ 
ricular nature. 
4. The finding which revealed the specific area of re¬ 
porting pupil progress received more emphasis than 
any other area of pupil placement and progress was 
interpreted as an indication that during the last 
decade there was an increasing need for more 
flexible means of communication between the home 
and school. 
5>. Since, in the general-area of exceptional children, 
the most emphasis was on the mentally retarded, it 
is believed that during the last decade there was 
was concern about the preparation of such indivi¬ 
duals to meet the demands of society. 
6. In relation to the general use of the school staff, 
the specific area of staff services was given most 
emphasis and was interpreted as an indication that 
during the last decade there was concern for a 
higher degree of efficiency in the general frame¬ 
work of elementary school personnel. 
7. The fact that within the general area of teacher 
education the specific areas of teacher preparation 
were emphasized most seemed to indicate that during 
the last decade there was growing concern for the 
need of a higher degree of scholarship on the part 
of teachers as a prerequisite for helping children 
meet challenges of the future. 
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Recommendations 
1. The development of skill in reading, along with 
the other language arts, should be a major ob¬ 
jective of the elementary school, and special 
efforts should be made to remedy the difficulties 
which often retard its fulfillment. 
2. A second language should begin before the child 
reaches adolescence, but only after the school has 
determined if the child, on the basis of his pro¬ 
gress in other areas and his motivation for lang¬ 
uage study, stands to gain from a systematic and 
continuous program. 
3. The ungraded plan, because of its structure,, should 
be the design considered for many schools wherein 
the graded plan does not appear to fit the range 
of abilities represented. 
!+. Parent-teacher conferences, along with the improved 
written reports, should be used instead of the 
traditional report card as a more flexible means 
of communication between the home and school. 
5. Exceptional children should be members of a normal 
class group, except for periods when special help 
is ©ecessaryor in extreme cases requiring place¬ 
ment in special instruction. 
6. Staff personnel should be provided to free teachers 
for professional service. Such services should be 
available during the entire year. 
7. Future teachers should be better prepared in the 
content areas, and should spend more time in actual 
teaching under the direction of a master teacher. 
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A SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OF SUBJECTS IN THE FIELD 
OF THE LANGUAGE ARTS IN THE CONTENT OF THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject Headings Total 
Reading (general) 22 
Word Recognition 14 
Spelling 14 
Handwriting il 
Reading Difficulties 10 
Creative Writing 7 
Listening and Speaking 7 
Early Readers 5 
Basal Readers 4 
Reading Enrichment 4 
Reading Theory 4 
English 4 
Reading Readiness 3 
Remedial Reading 3 
Comic Books 3 
Dictionary Skills l 
Total 116 
A SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP SUBJECTS IN THE FIELD 
OP ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION IN THE CONTENT 
OP THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1961* 
Subject Headings Total 
The Ungraded Plan 10 
The Administration 6 
School Objectives ' 5 
The Testing Program 3 
Instructional Materials 2 
Public Relations 2 
The Self-Contained Class 2 
Departmentalization 2 
School Law 1 
General Organization 1 
Team Teaching 1 
Teacher Selection 1 
Total 36 
A SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP SUBJECTS IN THE FIELD 
OP PUPIL PLACEMENT AND PROGRESS IN THE CONTENT 
OP THE ELMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-W64 
Subject Headings Total 
Reporting to Parents 9 
Promotion Practices 4 
Age and Achievement 4 
Evaluation of Progress 2 
Prediction of Success 1 
Class Size and Achievement 1 
Adjustment and Achievement 1 
Pupil Placement 1 
Other Affects on Achievement 1 
Thought Process and Achievement 2 
Total 26 
A SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP SUBJECTS PERTAINING 
TO THE SCHOOL STAFF IN THE CONTENT OP 
THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL 
1954-1964 
Subject Headings Total 
Teacher Services 4 
Staff Relationship l 
Use of Consultant i 
Tota 1 6 
A SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP SUBJECTS IN THE FIELD 
OP TEACHER EDUCATION IN THE CONTENT 
OP THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL 
1951+-196U 
Subject Heading Total 
In-service Training 3 
Role of the Student Teacher 2 
General Education 2 
Preparation in Reading 1 
Preparation in Arithmetic 1 
Preparation in Geography 1 
Preparation in Research 1 
Teacher Specialization 1 
Total 12 
A SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP SUBJECTS TO 
EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN THE CONTENT 
OP THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 
1954-1964 
Subject Headings Total 
The Mentally Retarded 12 
The Gifted 10 
The Speech Defective 7 
Identifying the Exceptional Child 3 
The Viaually.;/Handicappud 1 
The Epileptic 1 
Total 34 
A SUMMARY OP THE TREATMENT OP SUBJECTS IN THE FIELD 
OP FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN THE CONTENT OP THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL, 1954-1964 
Subject Headings Total 
Report on Pies 3 
Problems of Pies 3 
Pies Materials 2 
The Pies Program 1 
Foreign Language Readiness 1 
The Teacher's Role in the Pies Program 1 
Comprehension in a Foreign Language 1 
Total 13 
